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The IFLA WLIC conference 2019 

 

 

The IFLA WLIC conference 2019 took place in Athens. What better fits than a slogan in Socrates' 

spirit: “Dialogue for change”! Athens is the place where the first public library was created 2500 

years ago. There is, of course, a connection between democracy and library. Libraries are increasingly 

identifying themselves as change agents in society.  

 

Sunday, August 25th, the conference opened with over 3600 participants from 140 countries. Both 

IFLA President Gloria Salmeron Perez and IFLA Secretary General mentioned in their greetings at the 

opening the major crisis that Greece has been through and where the problems are still not resolved. 

Secretary General Gerard Leitner strongly urged the new government to recognize the library's 

importance to society in an economic and social crisis. The library must have resources available to 

its citizens, Leitner said. 

 

The opening ceremony contained a lot of culture in the form of dance. A fantastic performance 

combined with video took us from Odysev's travels via Athens philosophers to today's Greece. In the 

end, there was folk dance from all Greece's regions. 

 

Key-note speaker Loukas Tsoukalis spoke about collaboration on the use of shared resources. 

Tsoukalis is professor emeritus of the University of Athens and president of the Greek Foundation for 

Politics for Europe and Abroad. Tsoukalis based himself on the conference's slogan “Dialogue for 

change”. He pointed to the major geopolitical changes that have occurred over the last ten years, 

what we call globalization. Since 1970, China's gross domestic product has doubled 37 times, he said. 

We have gained international trade that has contributed to growth, but not for everyone. There are 

major risks associated with increased international instability, he said. It requires stronger 

international cooperation. This applies not least to climate change, which is an existential threat to 

humanity. Political leaders are unable to do enough. We are not ready for the necessary changes that 

need to be made. - We not only created the concept of democracy in Athens, we also created the 

concept of demagogues. Sustainability is a common good for humanity, and it must be created 

through common rules, he believed. 

 

Then he embarked on the revolution in IT technology and what lies ahead of us when it comes to 

artificial intelligence, which are also areas that need international rules. Inequality in the world has 

increased. It has increased more nationally, than between countries. Many have fallen behind in 

terms of economics, jobs, etc. It is no wonder that many of them seek protection in nationalism and 

populism. It is not enough for us to attack populist political leaders. We have to go to the source and 

solve the problem by eliminating the growing differences, Tsoukalis said.  
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I'm going to tell you about an exciting project we've had here in Europe, Tsoukalis said. It has been 

going on for a long time and is successful. EU has survived despite all odds, despite many gloomy 

predictions. EU is created on the continent that developed the idea of sovereign states. But EU is a 

project to deliver sovereignty. EU has survived on good - and on bad. The bad are the people who are 

left on the roadside. Our main task is to ensure social inclusion and reduced differences. Here, 

libraries have an important task as institutions that preserve history, which gives access to new 

knowledge to all types of people, and not least as institutions that use new technology in a forward-

looking but responsible way. 

 

Over 250 events 

During the week that the IFLA conference lasts, there are over 250 events. In addition, there are 

meetings in IFLA's many professional committees. So there is a lot to choose from. 

 

Exhibition Opening 

There is a large exhibition from suppliers in the library world: Publishers, equipment suppliers. 

 

Poster session 

IFLA advocates broad accessibility to knowledge for all citizens of the world, regardless of their 

geographical location or financial or other circumstance. For this reason, the Governing Board has 

adopted a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence (CC BY 4.0) where possible to open 

up IFLA’s content more fully. The aim is to foster the widest possible access and re-use of the 

materials. 

 

Poster presentations were scheduled for two, two-hour intervals between 12:00 and 14:00 on 

Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 August 2019. The Best IFLA Poster 2019 selected from the posters 

presented in Athens by a jury on behalf of the IFLA Professional Committee, and awarded during the 

Closing Session on Wednesday 29 August 2019 to the poster: Every good adaptation is also an 

innovation by Donatas Kubilius (Martynas Mazvydas National Library of Lithuania, Vilnius, Lithuania). 

 

 

Team of the Project “Modernization of academic library 

services in Moldova” had a poster presentation “Identifying the 

factors that stimulate information consumption through the 

university library”, presented by Ane LANDOY, Silvia 

GHINCULOV, Angela REPANOVICI, Natalia CHERADI. The 

authors presented a synthesis of sociological research carried 

out within the Project “Modernization of academic library 

services in Moldova”, financed by the Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. The improvement of the users' service have 

been evaluated, that has to be adapted to the external 

environment and to the modern trends of the informational 

products market.  
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The views of university library users have been analyzed. They are 

no longer satisfied with traditional services, but are expecting 

personalized services, a comprehensive library and a modern 

informational support for their educational activities. Today's 

library is evolving towards the expansion of the communication 

space. At the same time, the communicative function of the library 

becomes hypertrophied, taking many instruments from other 

domains, electronic environment, social networks, etc.  

 

 

The study highlights the dependence of 

consumers' options on the characteristics of 

the social condition. The activity of the library 

must be carried out in relation to global 

trends, where priority is given to 

personification and convergence of 

information services. Under these 

circumstances, the library can make a 

significant contribution to the development of 

Quality Education (SDG4) in the Republic of Moldova.  

 

The authors reported on the sociological researches carried out during the project: “Informatıon 

Literacy across the university and workplace reality” (2016); “The study of assessing the needs of 

academic libraries modernization” (2017), “Academic Writing Centers as Tools for Information 

Literate Students” (2018);  “Improving the activity of Reference Librarians in the Digital Age” (2019). 

 

Section 234 – Education and Training 

Angela Repanovici presented the paper: Methods to implement new information technologies for 

teaching Information Literacy. Section has 8 papers but most of the papers were joint presentation. 

There were many presenters, see in photo: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://library.ifla.org/2529/
http://library.ifla.org/2529/
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Paper had impact and Angela Repanovici was asked to explain about these technologies, Hypersay 

and Kahoot. It was one life simulation of Kahoot with 2 questions. There were 40 participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Strategy 

Over the past two and a half years, IFLA has had a process for developing a vision for its work. Today, 

a new strategy was launched - to put the vision into reality. The strategy was launched by IFLA 

President Glora Salmeron Perez and Secretary General Gerard Leitner. They emphasized that libraries 

must change in order to be relevant in a new age. IFLA has a great opportunity to be a leader in this 

change. Now we must realize the synergies we get through collaboration. 

 

"I've been working with libraries for 30 years," said Gerard Leitner. For a long time I heard that the 

libraries would die. But today's library is not the one that existed 30 years ago, he said. Leitner has 

contributed to higher ambitions and a revitalization of IFLA. Now we have to implement the strategy, 

he said. IFLA's boards and committees already have hundreds of measures to achieve this, but we 

need the entire library field on the team. 

The strategy can be read here: https://www.ifla.org/strategy 

 

General Meeting of IFLA 

The conference ended with a general meeting. There is a large assembly and there are mostly 

formalities to be adopted. First of all, it is important that the assembly is quorum. There are 160 

library associations that are members. Half of these must be present and confirm that they are there. 

It will take some time. Finally, association no. 81 signs up and we are able to make decisions. 

Secretary-General Leitner could tell that there has been a growth in the number of members, a 

number of new countries have joined such as Armenia, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, St. Lucia and the 

Cook Islands. IFLA has a total of 1474 members of which 599 are in Europe. Members are 

associations and institutions, and also some individuals. IFLA is divided into 44 sections with a total of 

1200 experts divided into 15 expert groups. 

 

The economy is safe, Barbara Lison said. She is treasurer, from Germany, and future incoming 

president. Of revenues of about EUR 2.9 million, there was a profit in 2018 of 0.29 million. This is due 

to increased membership income and reduced expenses, among other things, as a result of reduced 

staff. IFLA earned 0.15 million euro at the WLIC conference in Malaysia last year, while the 

conference last year at Wroclav only went so far with profits. Membership revenue is 0.74 million 

Euro. In addition, IFLA receives about the same amount from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

https://www.ifla.org/strategy
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REGARDING SATELITE MEETING: Statistics and Evaluation Section “More Than Numbers: 

Implementing New Assessment Methods for Libraries”, August 22-23, 2019 - University of Piraeus, in 

day two, it was the workshop: A Model for Assessing Academic Libraries’ Degree of Support for 

Research, Ane Landoy, University of Bergen Library, Norway; Angela Repanovici, Transilvania 

University of Brasov, Romania, see pictures during workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants were very interested and ask to send by email evaluation form. 

Regarding library visit, Angela Repanovici visited Hadrian’s library, one very old and important library. 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/ifla-2019-unipi/program#h.p_tc5BD9s_WuKR
https://sites.google.com/view/ifla-2019-unipi/program#h.p_tc5BD9s_WuKR

